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USSKEEPEHS1  CHAT 


Thursday,  April  7,  1932. 


(NOT  EOR  PUBLICATION) 


Subject:  "Shopping  for  the  New  Cotton  Fabrics. "  Information  from  the 
Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  TJ.S.D.A. 


Out  shopping  yesterday,  who  should  I  meet  hut  my  Next-Door-Eeighbor? 

"Uhere  have  you  "been?"    I  asked  her.     "I  haven1 1  set  eyes  on  you 
for  days." 

"I've  been  concentrating,"  said  she. 

"Concentrating?     On  what? " 

"On  spring  clothes  for  my  family.  I'm  trying  to  provide  wardrobes 
that  will  fit  my  budget." 

"A  good  idea,"  said  I. 

"Yes,  "but  it's  a  job,  a  big  job.    I've  been  dorm  to  look  over  the 
new  fabrics  in  the  stores.    Such  a  variety  I    Silks  that  look  like  wools, 
tfools  that  look  like  cottons  or  linens.    And  cottons— Oh,  my.    I  never  re- 
member a  season  when  there  v/ere  so  many  different  interesting  cotton  fabrics 
on  the  market.    And  I  can  tell  you  I'm  glad  cotton  is  so  much  in  vogue  this 
year.    If  I'm  to  spend  the  whole  summer  in  this  warm  town,  I  mean  to  provide 
plenty  of  nice  cool  little  cotton  fabric    frocks  for  myself  and  the  children. 
There's  nothing  quite  like  cotto  n  for  hot-weather  wear.    But  I  would  like  to 
know  a  few  things  about  these  new  cottons  before  I  start  purchasing  them. 
I'd  appreciate  some  suggestions  on  selecting  them  wisely,  how  to  get  good 
'buys'  and  so  on.    Uould't  some  of  your  home  economics  friends  be  able  to 
give  me  helpful  information  on  the  subject? " 

"Of  course,"  I  said.  "I  know  just  the  person.  I'll  ask  Lliss  Ruth 
O'Brien,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  divisiin  of  textiles  and  clothing  at  the 
Bureau. 11 


Fortunately,  lliss  O'Brien  had  just  been  shopping,  too,  and  had  had 
her  eyes  out  for  the  new  cotton  materials. 
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'•Haven**  cm-  cotton  manufacturers  produced  some  beautiful  fabrics 
this  seasc^"  she  exclaimed.     "You  know,  A-ant  Saw,  in  the  last  5  or  6 
yeJs  cotton  materials  have  undergone  a  reusable  change 

liter  ordinary  looking  fabrics  of  a  few  years  bach,  now  we  have  reall3  good 
designs,  lovely  soft  colors  and  interesting  weaves. 

"Please  tell  me  about  some  of  the  fabrics  you  liked  best." 

"Well,  there  were  the  so-called  'two-toned*  cotton  mesh  fabr ics. 
Have  you  seen  them?    They  are  as  film  and  strong  as  can  be 
and  soft  as  other  mesh  and  netted  fabrics.    Aid  what «s  more,  they  come in 
dark    dignified  colors  which  make  them  just  right  for  street  wear.  Person 
aUy    fnave  always  liked  to  wear  cotton  in  the  office,  because  it  can  bo  ■ 
SUd  and  freshened  up  so  nicely.    Anyone  who  ever  ^^^^^ 
ington,  knows  what  the  hot,  humid  weather  here  does  to  clothes.    But  so  many 
cotton  fabrics  formerly  have  been  light-colored  and  1  street, 

designs-  they  make  me  feel  conspicuous  in  a  business  office  or  on  the  street. 
So  IT  for  one,  welcome  these  new  fabrics  that  make  conservative,  well-tailor- 
ed  street  outfits." 

I  asked  Hiss  O'Brien  about  some  of  the  other  attractive  new  materials 
she  had  seen.  She  mentioned  those  with  colonial  designs  inspired  by  the  cel- 
ebration of  the  Bicentennial.  Hany  of  thai,  she  said,  are  copied  from  old 
prints  and  colonial  fabrics  so  that  they  will  add  a  qnaxnt  and  Rasing  touch 
to  the  summer  wardrobe.  She  mentioned  some  of  these  in  well-made  lace  voiles 
that  are  light  and  snmnery  looking  and  just  the  thing  for  afternoon  and  party 
frocks. 

"But,"    continued  Miss  O'Brien, :1  "as  I  looked  over  the  counters,  I  had 
to  admit  that  we  still  had  some  of  the  problems  with  us  that  we  always  had. 
I  saw  some  of  the  same  sleazy  fabrics  we  used  to  find,  some  of  the  sane  loose 
weaves,  the  same  long,  poorly  fashioned  yarns.    And  these  were  right  along 
side  of  excellently  mo.de  fabrics,  just  where  they  would  catch  the  unwary. 
We  still  have  to  choose  with  care  if  our  selections  are  to  be  wise. 

"You  mean  that  we  women  shoppers  must  use  our  own  brains  in  selecting 
dress  materials  as  in  all  other  shopping?" 

"Exactly." 

I  asked  how  to  judge  a  well-made  fabric. 

"TTien  I  talk  about  a  well-made  fabric,"  said  Miss  O'Brien,  "I  mean  one 
firm  enough  to  hold  its  shape  with  any  fancy  dots  or  figures  woven  in  very 
securely.    This  is  a  tiling  to  watch,  you  know,  whenever  the  figures  in  a 
fabric  ere  made  with  extra  yams.    These  yams  shouldn't  be  too  difierent  in 
size  from  the  other  yams  in  the  fabric,  or  the  cloth  will  wear  in  holes 
very  soon.    And  the  same  thing  happens  if  the  yarns  one  way  m  a  fabric  are 
verr  much  heavier  than  the  yams  the  other  way,  or  if  some  oi  the  yams  Have 
heavy  buches  on  them  at  intervals.    All  these  novelty  effects  add  interest 
to  the  piece  of  goods,  but  choose  them  carefully  if  you  expect  the  cloth  to 


wear . 11 


"For  example? "    I  inquired. 

"Well,  for  example,  be  careful  about  crepes  with  long  floats  on  the 
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under  side  that  produce  a  cri:ikled-up  effect.    They  are  pretty,  hut  these 
long  yarns  catch  and  pull  and  cause  no  end  of  trouble.    It  certainly  pays  to 
look  very  carefully  at  any  fabric  before  you  "buy  it.    If  you've  done  this 
enough,  when  you  pick  up  a  piece  at  the  counter,  you  really  see  it.    I  mean 
that  you  see  it  as  a  tiling  made  up  of  individual,  interlacing  yarns  and  you 
read  its  character  from  these  yarns  and  the  way  they  are  put  together." 

Miss  O'Brien  stopped  and  picked  up  a  piece  of  fabric  from  her  desk. 

"Lock  at  this,"  she  said.     "Here's  a  very  good-looking  piece  of  material- 
that  is  if  you  are  only  considering  first  appearances.    But  notice  as  I  pull 
it  back  and  forth  how  the  yarn  goes  every  ■  which- v/ay.    It!s  what  I  call  a 
sleazy  fabric.    And  if  it  were  made  up  into  a  dress,  it  would  pull  at  the 
seams,  sag  and  do  all  kinds  of  annoying  things.    And  here's  something  else 
to  notice.    About  every  half  inch  of  this  fabric  has  a  heavy  cord  which  pass- 
es under  one  little  fine  yarn,  skips  quite  a  distance,  passes  under  another 
fine  yarn  and  so  on.    Those  fine  threads  will  break  very  soon  from  all  the 
strain  the  heavier  one  puts  on  them.    Then,  look  here.    The  other  way  of  this 
fabric,  a  hunch  of  six  or  seven  yarns  do  the  same  thing  every  half  inch  or  so. 
See?    I  can  pull  out  this  whole  "bunch  without  half  trying.    This  fabric 
would  be  /a  very  poor  buy,  because  it  wouIdnH  wear." 

I  asked  Miss  O'Brien  if  she  would  review  the  points  we  should  look  for 
whenever  we  go  to  buy  cotton  fabrics,, 

First,  she  listed,  firmness  of  weave;  second,  good  balance,  that  is, 
all  the  yarns  near  the  same  size;  third,  no  yarns  carried  over  so  many  others 
that  they  will  catch  and  pull  out  easily;  and,  fourth,  all  woven-in  figures 
so  firmly  fastened  that  they  will  stay  in  their  place. 

"Those,"  said  Miss  O'Brien,  "are  the  things  which  make  for  good  charac- 
ter in  a  fabric.    Aid  the  world  is  full  of  fabrics  of  good  character,  just  as 
it  is  full  of  that  kind  of  people. 

Tomorrow  we'll  have  a  Sunday  dinner  menu  and  a  recipe  for  perfect 
Yorkshire  pudding.    Also  I'll  answer  sone  of  your  recent  questions. 


